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Assemble at the Old School, LITTLE NEWCASTLE, Pembrokshire.
'A visit to this retired spot afford pleasure to a lover of the picturesque of wild and
simple nature. The village itself is in the form of a triangle, and the three sides of which
enclose a village green, with a stream flowing through the midst of it, on which is held
an annual fair. One side of the triangle is formed by a substancial house ... Another by
primitive thatched cottages whose walls are well covered with flowing creepers, whilst
the lower and third side consists of a pretty well restored church and churchyard,
evidently duly honoured, and a neat substancial National School'.
The Haverfordwest and Milford Haven Telegraph, 8,h June, 1892.
A warm welcome is extended to CAPEL to Little Newcastle for the 2014 spring
meeting. The discerning visitor will soon realise that this description of the
village is still fundamentally true: the village largely grouped around the green,
somewhat of an unusual feature in Wales. But the 'green' is in fact the
remains of the castle motte, built by Adam de la Rupe in the twelfth century
and it is this which has given the village its name. While the thatched cottages
have long since gone, the stream piped and the fairs now a part of history, the
'substancial house', the church and school survive. Referring to the school as
'substantial'was
generous for what was a very small building, but in 20072008 it was restored and extended to provide villagers with a facility in which
to meet and hold events. Today it hosts the start of CAPEL's visit.
The description makes no reference to a chapel. How many Welsh speaking
villages in Wales do not have a 'ty cwrdd'? Little Newcastle must be one of the
very few, although a chapel does exist in a valley half-a-mile outside the
village. Despite the absence of a chapel the area has a distinguished
Nonconformist tradition stretching back to the mid seventeenth century.
CAPEL will later visit Puncheston,and Llangloffan and concludes with a visit to
Pen-y-bont Chapel, Ford, Wolfscastle where farewell tea will take place.

t It is hoped that you enjoy your visit to this special corner of North
Pembrokeshire You can be assured of a great 'croeso' and

you come^o

Little Newcastle feeling apprehensive at this be.ng the birthplace of the most
successful pirate in history, Bartholomew Roberts or Bart, Ddu, rest assured,
the natives today are far more friendly!
Grave of Thomas John, St. Peter's Churchyard and St. Peter's Church.
In February 1797, these shores were invaded for the last time when the
French l a i d at Carreg Gwastad Point, near Fishguard. After.he Frenoh
surrendered and immediate danger had passed, a u t h o r , t . e s u s e t e a t t a k o
try and discredit local Dissenters. A few were arrested a n d h e l d , n t h e C o u
Gaol at Haverfordwest Castle, awaiting to appear before their betters . I n
September two were put on trial for treason at the Courts o f G r e a t Sess o
held at the Guildhall, Haverfordwest. It was the first treason trial held in Wales
in over a hundred years and the town was packed in anticipation of the
possible outcome One of those put on trial was a Little Newcastle yeoman
farmer and Baptist lay-preacher, Thomas John.
n

t

y

The evidence for the prosecution was collected from contradicting depositions
from various French soldiers who claimed that John and his co-conspirator
had offe ed assistance to them after they had landed. Luckily for John, when
he time came for the Frenchmen to give their 'evidence' on oath in court they
refused to do so - possibly their conscience persuaded them that what they
" e go ng to do was morally wrong. The case for the prosecution cC.apsed
and they had to be released. However. John did not survive the ordeal he had
suffered for long and he died in 1804 at the young age of thirty eight.
St Peter's Church first appears in history towards the end of the twelfth
century when Adam de la Rupe, builder of the village's castle, granted the
church along with three others to Pill Priory, Milford Haven, n the grant, the
church is dedicated to St. David, which may suggest a pre-Norman
foundation.
The medieval building consisted of a double nave and chancel, but the north
l i s l wa lost, p r o b a b l y towards the end of the seventeenth century, replaced
during the restorations of the nineteenth century. The church assumed rts
present dimensions during the third restoration of the 1 8 7 0 * which took place
under the auspices of the Diocesan architect, E.H.Lingen Barker.
The interior contains a medieval font, a chancel plaque in m e m o r y of the
Symmons family from whose ranks came Martha, the wife of Joseph Harris or
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Gomer, and one of the finest collections of modern stained glass in Wales.
The beautiful Elizabethan chalice, which is in a perfect state of preservation, is
on permanent loan to Museum of Welsh Life at St. Fagans.

Go by car to Beulah Chapel, 0.5ml. to the south on the Ambleston road.

Beulah Baptist Chapel, Little Newcastle

With just one member and plans initiated to terminate the cause, it is hard to
imagine how flourishing Beulah once was and the big part it played in the
religious and cultural life of the community. Baptists are first recorded in Little
Newcastle in 1697 and maintained a steady presence in the village throughout
the eighteenth century, but it was the coming of the school-master Joseph
James to the village which really quickened the religious life of the area.
The flames of revival had already been sparked at Pantywrach Farm in
Llanfair Nant-y-Gof parish when James arrived. He took advantage of this
'movement of the spirit' and with the help of Thomas Richards, a Llangloffan
deacon, he took charge of the revival which broke out in the district. The event
is known to history as the Puncheston Revival (1795). Many were inspired by
the event and the name most associated with the Revival is that of Joseph
Harris or 'Gomer1, preacher, hymn-writer, theologian and 'father of the Welsh
newspaper.' Though he had already been baptised at Llangloffan, it was the
Revival which inspired him to start preaching and he was very active in this
area. The people that he worshipped with went on to establish Beulah, though
by the time the first chapel had been built in 1808, Gomer had left to serve in
Swansea. However, his father, William Harris, was a member.

It is said that Puncheston was the first choice of the Baptists for their chapel,
but their inability to gain a plot frustrated these ambitions. Land was eventually
found where Beulah now stands. The aim was for a modest building, but John
Evans, Rynaston, persuaded the faithful to go for a more ambitious structure
playing a prominent part in collecting the necessary funds. He never saw the
finished house as he died before the work was completed. At this critical
juncture Mrs. Martha Griffiths of Wolfscastle stepped in to pay for the cost of
the galleries. The first sermon was preached on Easter Monday, 1808.
In 1823 Beulah was incorporated as an independent church with 135
members, 132 having been released from Llangloffan. Joseph James became
the first minister; In the early years, two ministers often ministered and the
church prospered.
One name which stands out in the history of the chapel is Jacob John. A
native of Mynachlogddu, he was ordained at Beulah in 1885 and he spent the
remainder of his life ministering in this area. He was responsibly for
restructuring the chapel in the early twentieth century, ensuring that the new
chapel opened virtually unencumbered by debt in 1910. His admirers
recounted with pride how he would go on preaching tours to the industrial
areas of South Wales (Van i'r gweithe') returning with holes in his boots from
walking so far collecting money for the cause. A cemetery extension was also
paid for.
Probably no-one realised the significance of Jacob John's death in 1919, but
the decline of Beulah began on that day. A new minister was eventually found,
but by 1927, they were forced to rejoin with the daughter church at Smyrna,
Decline has been long and gradual, reaching a point where recovery is wellnigh impossible.
Beulah Cottage, the stable and the vestry ('yloffi fach') have long since gone.
Baptisms were carried in the pool under by the bridge in the River Angof,
made deeper by a partial damming of the river.
The original chapel, opened in 1808, had a long-wall entry. This structure
sufficed until the major work carried out on the building in the first decade of
the twentieth century. The architects were Messers. G. Morgan and Son of
Carmarthen and the builder was Daniel Thomas. It bears many similarities to
Bethel, Fishguard, which CAPEL members visited in 2010.
(With thanks to Robert Scourfield).

12.25 - 1.25 - Lunch old school, Little Newcastle
Puncheston, 1.75 miles to the east of Little Newcastle.
En route: Martel Hill takes its name from the ancestral home of the Symmons
family. In the sixteenth century branches of the family were prominent
Quakers. After passing Martel Barn/House/Bungalow on the right, a field on
the left is still called 'Pare y Fynwent' (the Cemetery Field) where local
Quakers were buried.
Puncheston takes its name from 'Pontchardon' in Normandy. In Welsh it is
known as Casmael (See St. Mary's Church, for derivation of Welsh name).

Smyrna Baptist Chapel, Puncheston.
Whilst the history of the
Baptists in Puncheston is not
as long as Little Newcastle's,
it is certainly an early cause.
Locals were undoubtedly
influenced by the presence at
Y Wern' in neighbouring
Castlebythe Parish, of John
James, minister of Rhydwilym
1734-1760. That an
eighteenth century vicar of
the parish felt compelled to
invite Methodists to preach in the village in order to counter the growing
Baptist influence bears testimony to their pervasive presence.
The 1795 Revival provided a boost to their number - indeed so successful
was it that today, that outpouring of the Spirit carries the name of the village.
Following the Revival, it was the wish of local Baptists to build a meetinghouse in Puncheston, but until that could be erected they worshipped often at
•Fagwrfran Isaf. However, their inability to find land on which to build led to the
decision to establish Beulah at Little Newcastle. For the next twenty years,
Puncheston Baptists worshipped at Beulah.
The impetus to build a chapel in Puncheston was taken by Benjamin Davies
and John George, senior deacon at Beulah and an ancestor of David Lloyd
George. Smyrna was opened in 1828, sharing a minister with Beulah. A
fracture came in 1870, when Smyrna had differences of opinion with the

minister of the time, Griffith Havard. This dispute came at a difficult time for the
church as they were in the middle of re-building the chapel. During this period
they worshipped in James Rowe's haggard, but if the weather was cold or wet
they were invited by John Luke to use his barn or house. Due to space
limitations, they decided in the autumn of 1871 to move back into the chape!
which still needed to be decorated and a lighting system installed - the
members were forced to hold candles at the evening services. The new
chape! was officially re-opened in May, 1872.
Between 1871-1927, Smyrna was periodically in a joint pastorate with Horeb,
Maenclochog, before rejoining with Beulah in 1927. Since thai time, the two
churches have remained together but in ever-increasing pastorates. At
present, there is no minister.
•Smyrna was rebuilt in 1871 and renovated in 1929, the latter the date of the
heavily rendered external detail. The chapel has a typical gabled facade which
,s nicely scaled.'
(Robert
Scourfield).

Whilst walking to Bethel Calvanistic Methodist Chapel, CAPEL members might
like to inspect the memorial to Dyfed on the village square. Dyfed was the
bardic name of Evan Rees (1850-1923), born at Bwlchwil, Puncheston. He
was a Calvinistic Methodist minister, a noted poet and successful at many
eisteddfodau including the international eisteddfod at Chicago in 1893 for his
awdi on 'lesu o NazarethAn
adjudicator at every national eisteddfod for the
last forty years of his life, he was archdruid for twenty-one years. Hymns he
wrote include: 7 Galfaria troffy wyneb-'and 'Mae carcharorion angau'.
Jonathan Rees or Nathan Wyn (1841-1905), poet, essayist and eisteddfodwr.
the brother of Dyfed, was also born at Puncheston.

Bethel Caivimistic Methodist

Chapel

The Rev. W.J.Rhys, quoting from Rev.J.Roberts' 'Methodistiaeth Calfinaidd
Cymru' states that in 1742 Howell Harris preached in Puncheston. He had
come at the invitation of Rev. John Thomas, Rector of Puncheston, with the
aim of crushing Nonconformity, (especially the Baptists), So began the first
known link between the Calvinistic Methodists and Puncheston, though
villagers could have travelled to Llysyfran as early as 1740 where Howe!
Davies, the Father of Methodism in Pembrokeshire, had become a Gurats•
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In the early days, a noted local Methodist lived at Llysydryw' called Joseph
Roberts, a man noted for godliness and who kept the family devotions thrice
daily. Another local worthy was Dafydd Petr and he, with Joseph Roberts,
would often meet in an un-inhabited house and spend the night in prayer and
discussion. Later, preaching took place in the house of Lewis Evan, a man
noted for his piety and who would pray in the open air. As his neighbours
noted when he died 'Wsl, wel: ni chawn byth rnv/y weled ei ben gwyn ef, yng
nghwry cae yn gweddio.' (Weii, we!!, we will never see his old white head
praying in the corner of the fieid').
No doubt, these men looked to the mother church of the Calviriistic Methodist
cause in this area, Woodstock, for spiritual sustenance. Built in 1754 the first
communion in a Welsh Methodist chapei was held there in 1755. Locals would
have gone there for the monthly communion service but they would also have
travelled to Castlebythe when prominent Methodist preachers came to preach.
In 1827, Sherp Evans, son of
the Rev. Arthur Evans,
persuaded the locality to
build Bethel for the cause in
Puncheston. An impressive
range of preachers was lined
up for the opening services
in 1827 and the cause
flourished. In the 1850's it
was stated that the chapel
could seat a hundred, with
standing room for another
two hundred. The average
congregation numbered eighty with fifty scholars. Bethel later founded a cause
of its own, Mamre, at Trecwn, which has sadly closed in recent years.
Today's chapel is the result of an 1892 re-building and the re-opening services
were widely reported in the local press. The main preacher was Principal Prys
of Trevecca.
In 1926/7, the Trustees of Bethel bought a plot and built a manse. A vestry
was constructed between 1949-1951, at a cost of £1233-9s-11d. It now forms
part of a large rural pastorate and the present minister is Rev. Wiiiam Owen.
'Bethei was rebuilt in a simple rendered style in 1892 by Griffith Jones and
Son of Penffordd, who were also apparently the designers. The facade with its

marginally-glazed vjindows is old-fashioned for the date, perhaps indicative of
limited funds.'
(Robert Scourfield).

2.20 - 2.35 - St. Mary's Church Brief talk by Richard Davies.
The name 'Casmael'. The British Museum records a sixth century memorial
stone, originally built into the south wall of the church, but now unfortunately
lost. Tradition has it commemorating Cuniscus, son of Nemaglus, a sixth
century chieftain who lived in this area. In modern Welsh Nemagli would have
been rendered as Nemael or Nyfael, possibly giving the mael to the village.
'Cas' could refer to the fortified enclosure at the east end of the village. Others
argue that the origin is from 'castell man'. 'Castell' refers to the fortified
enclosure, whilst 'man' is a corruption of 'maen' or stone, a reference to the
sixth century stone ! Choose whichever version you find most appealing!
St. Mary's church dates back to at least the Middle Ages. The church was
completely rebuilt in 1895 and E.V.Collier was the architect. There is no
structural division between nave and chancel.
The Gambold Memorial. In 1709, William Gambold was appointed rector of
Puncheston with Llanychaer. A friend of Edward Lhuyd, he is remembered as
a man who prepared a Welsh dictionary, but failed to finance its publication.
However, in 1727, he did publish 'A Grammar of the Welsh Language'. He
died in 1728.
William's eldest son John was born in Puncheston in 1711. At Oxford he was
a friend of Charles Wesley and became one of the 'Oxford Methodists'.
Ordained into the Anglican Church, he was influenced by Zinzendorff and
moved towards Moravianism, formally joining them in 1744 and becoming a
bishop in 1753. He periodically resided at Haverfordwest and was buried
behind the Moravian church there following his death in 1771. A Greek and
Patristic scholar, he revised Evan William's translation of Zinzendorff s 'Berlin
Discourses' into Welsh. He also published a Welsh Moravian hymn-book,
having done much of the translating himself.
William's third son George, after being a Methodist, also became a Moravian.
Along with John Sparks, he founded the society which in 1763 became the
Moravian congregation of Haverfordwest - the only one in Wales. They met
originally in a warehouse on the quay, before a chapel was built on St.
Thomas' Green. Now demolished, the block of flats built on the site is named
Moravian Court.

William's fifth and youngest son, William, remained a Methodist. He was a
friend of Howell Davies and spent much time preaching in North Wales.
Head to Llangloffan, some eight miles away. Return to Little Newcastle and
carry on until reaching Letterston. Pass all the way through it. Keeping the
Clynderwen and Cardiganshire Co-op on your left, go along Station Road until
reaching the A40. Cross the road and follow St. David's Road to the end of the
village. After half a mile go under the railway bridge and continue until
reaching Castle Morris. At the crossroads, turn right, signposted Llangloffan.
Continue for 0.75 mile.

3.00 - 3.30 p.m. Llangloffan Baptist Chapel. Mr. Gareth Evans, Chapel
secretary
It is hard to imagine what a
powerhouse of Faith this chapel
once was. This secluded hamlet
saw hundreds arrive each Sabbath
during its heyday in the eighteenth
century and early nineteenth
century and it is regarded as the
mother church of many of the
Baptist causes in Welsh
Pembrokeshire. It established six
new churches in the area as well
co-founding another seven. In
addition it had two subsidiary branches and it shared another outpost with
Hermon, Fishguard.
Llangloffan was a daughter of the church at Rhydwilym, incorporated in 1668.
The cause was started when services were held at Trebwrnallt, the home of
Owen Edwards, during the period of persecution between 1668-1680.
Towards the end of the seventeenth century or the beginning of the eighteenth
century, the meetings moved to the home of William Garnon in Castle Morris.
The congregations were so large that they soon outgrew his house and when
the weather permitted, the services were held in the open air, under a holly
tree below his home. This area became known as 'y Cornel Bach' and for their
convenience, there was a portable pulpit.

Tradition relates that on one occasion, the congregation was s u r p n s e d by the
Press Gang who took captive all the young men. When news reached the
local squire at Jordanston, he grabbed his sword, jumped on his horse and
caught up with the Press Gang. He demanded that his servant be released
and he duly was. The squire then asked the congregation why they were
worshipping in the open, to which they replied that they could notobta.nland
to build a chapel. The owner of Llangloffan Uchaf Farm, he gave them land on
which to establish an earthly tabernacle.
The first chapel was built in 1706-the third chapel to be built by the Baptists in
Wales Llangloffan maintained its formal link with Rhydwilym until 1745,
though the number of adherents would have justified establishing an
independent cause earlier. However, it is said they were reluctant o break the
link due to their affection for the Rhydwilym minister, Thomas Mathias. His
death spurred the members, who now numbered around 206, to be
incorporated in 1745.
The first minister was David Richards, ordained on the day that the church
was incorporated. The history of the first forty years is detailed in Llyfr
Llangloffan-which in addition records details relating to the membership as
well as a 'Confession of Faith'.
Twenty-six ministers have ministered to the cause since 1745. Henry Davies
the Elder and his son Henry Davies the Younger between them laboured for
0r
ninety-six years (1780-1825 and 1811-1862 respectively)
Gomer (1800-1801), whilst the brother of Thomas Lewis (1780-182.3) tne
famous hymn-writer, William Lewis, was a d e a c o n at the chapel Lew.s most
famous hymn was 'Cof am y cyfiawn lesu'. David Thomas (1758-1761) was
excommunicated for adultery and though later forgiven, he was never again
allowed to occupy Llangloffan's pulpit.
Mention should also be made of the pioneering work undertaken by the chapel
in the field of education and between 1785-1885, it ran its own school.
The last forty years has seen the chapel form part of more than one joint
pastorate, whilst in 1989 the Manse, chapel house and vestry were sold.
Between 1990-1991 the fourth chapel was extensively renovated.
'Llangloffan is one of an important group of north Pembrokeshire
Baptist
Chapels inspired by Daniel Evans' remarkable Hermon, Fishguard of 1832,
one of the f.rst chapels in Wales to use the giant arch within a ped,mental
gable The gable and channelled piers of Llangloffan echo the classic,sm of

Herman, but the glazing is typically Georgian Gothic. The new chapel opened
in August 1863, the clerk of works being Thomas Mathias of Llangloffan-uchaf.
The designer was recorded as William Davies of Trefelin, but it is likely that
Joshua Morris of Newport was involved. Morris was a carpenter and
contractor and designed Bethlehem, Baptist, Newport in 1855, which has
similarities with Llangloffan in both exterior and interior detail. Morris or his
descendants seem to have been involved with similar Baptist chapels at Solva
(1863) Glanrhyd (1870), Pontyglazier (1872) and Mynachlog-ddu (1875). The
interior is that of 1863.'
Robert Scourfield).

Members should now return through Castle Morris to Letterston. At the main
road, turn right (signposted Haverfordwest) and follow the A40 to Wolfscastle.
A few hundred yards into the village, take the road right past the Wolfscastle
Country Hotel, follow the road around the hair-pin bend, over the bridge and
the chapel is on the right, parking on the left.

3.55 - 4.20 Penybont Chapel, Ford, Wolfscastle Rev Geoffrey Eynon.
In 1797, monthly
preaching services were
held in the home of
Sarah Williams, Ford
Farm, by the ministers of
Trefgarn Owen. So
successful were these,
that the decision was
taken to erect a place of
worship. A lease was
obtained on a piece of
land, Waun y Bont, from
J.Knox on land farmed by W Bowen of Ford.
Penybont is a daughter of Trefgarn Owen and it was members from there that
became the first members at Ford. By 1821, the cause was so successful that
the decision was taken to have an independent minister and formally break
the link with Trefgarn Owen. The service of incorporation was held on the 6
November 1821 and there were fifty-two members. Doctrinal differences at

Trefgarn Owen led to some leaving the mother church in favour of the
daughter.
A number of members walked every week from Letterston and during the
pastorate of Rev. William Lloyd, the decision was taken to establish a branch
in that village. At first, the members held prayer meetings in their homes and
then in a GWR shed which even had seats and a pulpit. The cause flourished
and the decision was taken to build a chapel. The foundation stone for Horeb
was laid during the August Bank Holiday, 1900 and the opening services were
held on the first Sunday, Monday and Wednesday of June, 1901.
After the opening of Horeb the members of Penybont felt that they had enough
energy to go ahead and build a new chapel of their own in the first decade of
the twentieth century. It was formally opened on the 12/13 May 1908 and it
cost £800. A manse was built in 1928 at a cost of £929-2s-0d and this gave
the members the confidence to build a vestry eight years later.
The chapel today is an enthusiastic and lively place of worship: A highlight of
the year is the Open Air Nativity service, presented by the adult members of
the congregation. One can witness 'Mary1 riding through the village and the
locals finding the baby Jesus in a local stable. This act of worship attracts
people from all over Pembrokeshire and further afield.
Over the past two hundred years, of the eleven pastors who have ministered
here, six have been ordained immediately on terminating their period in
college. The last three were ordained from the Memorial College, Swansea,
namely Revs. John S. Roberts, John Leyshon ana the current minister,
Geoffrey Eynon who has ministered here and at Horeb since 1977. Since
1984, Rev. Eynon has also ministered at Trefgarn Owen, thereby reestablishing the link with the mother church.
'The simple rendered front is typical of 1906, the giant-arch motif oft-repeated
across Wales by that date. The chapel of 1807 was rebuilt in 1831 and again
in 1906. The designer was probably D.E. Thomas of Haverfordwest, who had
a prolific practice. The design echoes his chapel at Blaenllyn, Llandeloy, built
for the Baptists in 1879.'
(Robert Scourfield).

4.20 - 5.00 Farewell Tea at Penybont Vestry.

